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VJe all know how empty-headed MOR 
rock-pop can £et» Virtually un- 
listenablc on commercial or com¬ 
munity radio or in disco-clubs, 
this music is making a strong 
comeback in the form of videos. 

It*s not hard to sec whyt TV's 
been a part of all our lives. 

Images are easier on the brain. 

You have to strain to listen to 
anything... 

However the influence of videos is 
becoming increasingly inoidiousi 
you can* t only sound interesting 
these days, as a musical group, you 
have to look interesting as well. 
Concerns, melody, passion, lyrics 
are taking second place to pretty 
boys, pretty girls, and anything 
in between. 

Look, by definition, is superfi¬ 
cial. It takes a lot more than 
that to reach any audience and 
have any sort of relevcnt impact, 
whether emotional or thought-pro¬ 
voking. Let’s be beautiful, let's 
be rich, let’s dance*. This is the 
message being served by the video- 
artistes and fuck it*. 




Video is threatening live perfor¬ 
mances as well. They are replacing 
the traditional "opening act" and 
undermining the development of a 
local scene. You can get more beor- 
guzzling patrons Into your disco 
by flashing cver-rated cute nou¬ 
veau v/aving bands on a big screen 
— than a bunch of unknovms. All 
video evenings arc here. It’s the 
new rage for the new age*. And bands 
will stop touring, because of the 
economy of tho situation. They will 
put out their colorful videos 
every 3-4 months to accompany their 
dull, empty music. I wouldn’t 
care if blatant shithcads like the 
Police v/ould stop touring (Yes*,) 
but when Black Flag and Flipper 
start making videos and do spot 
touring, it’s time to worry a 
. little. 

Ok. Vidr'os can be fun and it can 
reach Piore diverse audiences by 
its nature if properly handled. 

Maybe jerks who wou3dn*t go see 
a Flipper concert, v/ill see theli' 
video and think again*. Hut lot’s 
hope more people show up at gigs 
and less people show interest In ’ 
cmj>ty video-music af»d empty video- 
art. 


Don*! let false images replace true 
sounds*. 
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A cursory listen to any Dead-Boy album, 
a cursory look at any live-ly perfor- 
I mance, and the last thing in the world 
you would want to do is to bump into 
^ ytiv Bator*. For sure*. Howeverj I had 
the real pleasure of meeting the ex¬ 
dead, ex-wandorer and new lord last 
February during his short stay in 
Montreal. 



He seemed rather shy and nervous, bare¬ 
ly putting two sentences together. Hig ' 
hands shook a lot, but I never had the 
Impression that he was ill at ease or 
zonked out. He quietly answered any 
questions but he didn't listen very 
well. Must be all that loud music, eh? 
He’s also a very heavy chain-smoker. 

This was his first time in Montreal, it 
was also his first time in Canada. He 
believed Mtl to be the coldest city in- 
North America. Hmph*. He was curious a- 
bout Ottawa v/hich was the next stop on 
his tour. 






The Lords of tho New Church concert 
was one of those 98 cents affair. But 
this v/as all nev/s to Stiv, He thought 
it was "great". He had hurt his right 
arm and, for a v/hilc, he was wearing 
a cast around it, on his tour, but he 
had sufficiently recovered by the time 
I sav/ him. He did say his legs v/ere 
partly broken, and that they felt 
pretty stiff. Not a nice picture*. 


He recounted briefly the live TV epi¬ 
sode where he started sniffing coke 
on camera. Perfectly droll*. But this 
hasn’t stopped his tv careen he's 
been on MTVl Hc*s also done a couple 
of videos* Open your eyes and Russian 
Roulette. But I*m not sure of the 
second one. Maybe it was something 
else? ^ 


He*B never met Anthony Burgess but 
called him a **visionnary" and recom¬ 
mended some of his books. Also, Stiv 
is still waiting for his royalties 
on his solo Bomp album*. 



Mr, Bator doesn’t perform any of his 
old material except maybe on<? or tv/o 
numbers in NYC and everybody’s favei 
Cleveland. He doesn’t like art-rock, 
hcnvy-motnl or ’’punk". The Dolls, 
^ggy» V. Furnier,mid-seventies sounds 
still appealed to him. I later dis¬ 
covered his fondness for sixties punk 
like The Standclls, At tho concert 
at The Spectrum, he even did a Bo 
Diddely number that he told mo ho 
would do. Hey* he loft out "Apocalyp- 
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BO ^ It must be because Canada is 
BO nuke-free anywayI 

That’s all I can remember. Sorry, 
Maybe someday I’ll buy a tape 
recorder,•. 

p.s. Ravcnnai the Dead Boys played 
in Princeton# summer of 70, Stiv 
doesn’t remember it much# except 
that they were in sorta an audi¬ 
torium# but not the university’s! 




discography 

Stivan John Bators was born October 

22 # 1956. 

dead boysi (singles) Sonic reducer 
SIRE. Tell me SIRE. (12 inch) Sonic 
reducer PHONOGRAM. 

(albums) Young# loud and snotty 
SIRE, We have come for your child¬ 
ren SIRE. Night of the living dead 
boys BOMP. 

soloi (singles) Ifs cold outside 
BOMP. Not that way anymore BOMP. 

(12 inch) Too much to dream BOMP. 
(album) Disconnected BOMP. 
wanderersi (singles) Ready to 
snap POLYDOR. The times are a 
changin POLYDOR. (alburn) Only 
lovers left alive POLYDOR. 
lordsi (singles) New Church ILLEGAL. 
Russian Roulette ILLEGAL. Open 
your eyes IRS. Live for today IRS. 

Stiv, as you should know, writes 
all the lyrics for his bands. 
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Hello. 1 ^11 now review the Unruled, 
Scum, MDC, GBH shov: at the El Casino, 

Where’s ir.a biere? These bands have 
short names that fill in well with 
my limited space. The Unruled seemed 
less uptight than at the DK gig. They 
must have been inspired by sharing 
the same stage as GBH, eh? Or maybe 
it was playing to a smaller audience? 
•♦.Anyway Scum were the opposite. They 
wore rather tight. I guess the scum-y 
singer needs a LOT more room to thrash 
about, I liked the "guest" harmonica 
player. Ha. Ha. Also: I wish more iNtl 
groups would have qucbecois (did some¬ 
one say Canadian?) concerns: like, do 
we need anti-reagan stuff from our 
boys? 

I*vc never heard MDC, but I*vc heard 
about them quite a bit. They play 
short thrash. Highlights: I hate work, 
John Wayne, My family is weird. Boy*, 
their drummer sure takes his art se¬ 
riously. For a pigeon-holed "ploitical" 
band, they come alive, even smile and 
have fun onstage, v/hich is part of the 
point of it all, non? I was also sur¬ 
prised with GBH. Very professional yet 
less cold and distant than most English 
punks. Neat cover of a Damned cover*. 
Allright’. GDH didn* t leave any requests 
unfulfilled, they didn't sneer at any 
of their support, and they put out as 
well as any slut,.. 

Great stuff*. But I wish I could 
breathe at le El Casino*. How hot is it?... 


Good evening. This is a review of 
david bowie at the forum. I did not 
go because I couldn’t get rny primitive 
nuclear device ready in time. 

• • • 

Hi. This is a future review of the 
polico/)ieads/toch show at tiie big 
0-ful. 1 did not go because I got my 
primiitive nuclear device ready in time. 
Hurray*. 


Favorite lyrics in a song: 

"I don’t want her, you can have 
her, she’s too fat for me." 

( The Ramoncs ) 


I'n A Review 


» V/hat has 20 legs, no brains and 
carries diseases? 

-The McGill Kedmon cheerleaders 


did you ever notice that... 
the CbC logo looks like an 
asshole? 





R.E.M. "Murmur". If you thought 
the Loft Bankc were great, then^ 
you should think likewise of this 
Georgia band. I did, I do. Se¬ 
rious and romantic while Inspired. 
Great songs, great singer, nice 
playing, sparse production. Now 
every band wish they were as good. 

Violent femmes "Violent fcm.mcs" . 
Ibid? I like the name, the cover, 
the sleeve and.. the record too*. 
The voice reminds me of Peter 
Perrett. The music is acoustic but 
fast. This is sweet and innocent. 
What can I say? lt*s a change. 
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Toxic Rcasdns "Indopcndance". 

Is this Animal fronting an early 
Clash (remember Clash?) typo 
band? No. It’s political Ohio 
hardcore. It wore me down by side 
two. "War hero" stands out. But 
how come whenever a band plays 
slow, it has to be reggae? 
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If this is a free zino, how can 
we survive? By selling this page 
as a classified. So if you’re a 
bassist looking for an oi band, 
or you’re selling your records,^ 
or you're looking for that speci¬ 
al someone... send your classi¬ 
fieds*. 

Economic lesson: send a classi¬ 
fied, v/c have more money, we make 
more xeroxes, more people see 
your ad: and more results for 
you*. Isn’t that fun? 

Get free publicity. Send band 
info. We’ll accept anything. 
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